
Unheeded Warnings, Consequences & Hypocrisy 
 
King Saul – 1 Samuel 10:18-20 
Saul addressed the Israelites: “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: It was I who brought 
Israel up from Egypt and delivered you from the power of the Egyptians and from the power of 
all the kingdoms that oppressed you. But today you have rejected your God, who saves you 
from all your evils and calamities, by saying, ‘No! You must appoint a king over us.’… So, 
Samuel had all the tribes of Israel come forward, and the tribe of Benjamin was chosen. 
 
1 Samuel 15:1-9 
Samuel said to Saul: “It was I the LORD sent to anoint you king over his people Israel. Now, 
therefore, listen to the message of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: I will punish 
what Amalek did to the Israelites when he barred their way as they came up from Egypt. 
Go, now, attack Amalek, and put under the ban* everything he has. Do not spare him; kill 
men and women, children and infants, oxen and sheep, camels and donkeys.” Saul alerted 
the army, and at Telaim reviewed two hundred-thousand-foot soldiers and ten thousand men of 
Judah. Saul went to the city of Amalek and set up an ambush in the wadi. He warned the 
Kenites: “Leave Amalek, turn aside and come down so I will not have to destroy you with 
them, for you were loyal to the Israelites when they came up from Egypt.” After the Kenites left, 
Saul routed Amalek from Havilah to the approaches of Shur, on the frontier of Egypt. He took 
Agag, king of Amalek, alive, but the rest of the people he destroyed by the sword, putting 
them under the ban. He and his troops spared Agag and the best of the fat sheep and oxen, 
and the lambs. They refused to put under the ban anything that was worthwhile, 
destroying only what was worthless and of no account.  
 
1 Samuel 28:8-19 – The Medium at Endor.  
…Saul said to her, “Divine for me; conjure up the spirit I tell you.”  … “Whom do you want me 
to conjure up?” the woman asked him. “Conjure up Samuel for me,” he replied.  
Samuel Appears. When the woman saw Samuel, she shrieked … “Why have you deceived me?  
…Saul knew that it was Samuel, and so he bowed his face to the ground in homage. 
Saul’s Doom.  Samuel then said to Saul, “Why do you disturb me by conjuring me up?” Saul 
replied: “I am in great distress, for the Philistines are waging war against me and God has turned 
away from me. Since God no longer answers me through prophets or in dreams, I have called 
upon you to tell me what I should do.” To this Samuel said: “But why do you ask me, if the 
LORD has abandoned you for your neighbor? The LORD has done to you what he declared 
through me: he has torn the kingdom from your hand and has given it to your neighbor 
David. “Because you disobeyed the LORD’s directive and would not carry out his fierce 
anger against Amalek, the LORD has done this to you today. Moreover, the LORD will 
deliver Israel, and you as well, into the hands of the Philistines. By tomorrow you and your 
sons will be with me, and the LORD will have delivered the army of Israel into the hands of 
the Philistines.” 
 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1samuel/15#09015003-1


King David amassed great wealth and resources for his son, Solomon to build a 
temple for God. 
 
Promise and Warning to Solomon. 1 Kings 9:1-9 
After Solomon finished building the house of the LORD, the house of the king, and everything 
else that he wanted to do, the LORD appeared to Solomon a second time, as he had appeared to 
him in Gibeon. The LORD said to him: … I have consecrated this house which you have built 
and I set my name there forever; my eyes and my heart shall be there always. As for you, if you 
walk before me as David your father did, wholeheartedly and uprightly, doing all that I 
have commanded you, keeping my statutes and ordinances, I will establish your royal 
throne over Israel forever, as I promised David your father: There shall never be wanting 
someone from your line on the throne of Israel. But if ever you and your descendants turn 
from following me, fail to keep my commandments and statutes which I set before you, and 
proceed to serve other gods and bow down to them, I will cut off Israel from the land I gave 
them and repudiate the house I have consecrated for my name. Israel shall become a proverb 
and a byword among all nations, and this house shall become a heap of ruins. Every passerby 
shall gasp in horror and ask, “Why has the LORD done such things to this land and to this 
house?” And the answer will come: “Because they abandoned the LORD, their God, who 
brought their ancestors out of the land of Egypt, and they embraced other gods, bowing down 
to them and serving them. That is why the LORD has brought upon them all this evil.”  
 

The End of Solomon’s Reign. 1 Kings 11:1-13 
King Solomon loved many foreign women besides the daughter of Pharaoh—Moabites, 
Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, Hittites—from nations of which the LORD had said to the 
Israelites: You shall not join with them and they shall not join with you, lest they turn your 
hearts to their gods. But Solomon held them close in love. He had as wives seven hundred 
princesses and three hundred concubines, and they turned his heart. When Solomon was old his 
wives had turned his heart to follow other gods, and his heart was not entirely with the 
LORD, his God, as the heart of David his father had been. Solomon followed Astarte, the 
goddess of the Sidonians, and Milcom, the abomination of the Ammonites. Solomon did what 
was evil in the sight of the LORD, and he did not follow the LORD unreservedly as David his 
father had done. Solomon then built a high place to Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, and to 
Molech, the abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain opposite Jerusalem. He did the 
same for all his foreign wives who burned incense and sacrificed to their gods. The LORD 
became angry with Solomon, because his heart turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, 
who had appeared to him twice and commanded him not to do this very thing, not to follow other 
gods. But he did not observe what the LORD commanded. So, the LORD said to Solomon: 
Since this is what you want, and you have not kept my covenant and the statutes which I 
enjoined on you, I will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to your servant. 
But I will not do this during your lifetime, for the sake of David your father; I will tear it 
away from your son’s hand. Nor will I tear away the whole kingdom. I will give your son one 
tribe for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen.  
Solomon’s son, Rehoboam. 

The fruition of God’s warning… unrest amongst the 12 tribes of Israel.  The 10 northern tribes 
influenced by Jeroboam, come to ask King Rehoboam for unity and peace amongst all Israel. 



1 Kings 12: 6-33 
King Rehoboam asked advice of the elders who had been in his father Solomon’s service while 
he was alive, and asked, “How do you advise me to answer this people?” They replied, “If today 
you become the servant of this people and serve them, and give them a favorable answer, 
they will be your servants forever.” But he ignored the advice the elders had given him, and 
asked advice of the young men who had grown up with him and were in his service. He said 
to them, “What answer do you advise that we should give this people, who have told me, 
‘Lighten the yoke your father imposed on us’?” The young men who had grown up with him 
replied, “This is what you must say to this people who have told you, ‘Your father made our 
yoke heavy; you lighten it for us.’ You must say, ‘My little finger is thicker than my father’s 
loins. My father put a heavy yoke on you, but I will make it heavier. My father beat you 
with whips, but I will beat you with scorpions.’” … He spoke to them as the young men had 
advised: … The king did not listen to the people.  When all Israel saw that the king did not listen 
to them, the people answered the king: “What share have we in David? We have no heritage in 
the son of Jesse. To your tents, Israel! Now look to your own house, David.” (Rehoboam 
abandoned his people) … But Rehoboam continued to reign over the Israelites who lived in the 
cities of Judah. … And so Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day. 
When all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, they summoned him to an assembly and made 
him king over all Israel. The house of Judah and the tribe of Benjamin now make up Judah. 
 
Jeroboam’s Cultic Innovations.  
Jeroboam thought to himself: “Now the kingdom will return to the house of David. If this 
people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the LORD in Jerusalem, the hearts of this 
people will return to their master, Rehoboam, king of Judah, and they will kill me and 
return to Rehoboam, king of Judah.” The king took counsel, made two calves of gold, and 
said to the people: “You have been going up to Jerusalem long enough. Here are your gods, 
O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt.” And he put one in Bethel, the other 
in Dan. This led to sin, because the people frequented these calves in Bethel and in Dan. He 
also built temples on the high places and made priests from among the common people who 
were not Levites. 
 
Jeroboam, hypocrisy much? 
Ahijah Announces Jeroboam’s Downfall.  1 Kings 14: 1-20 
At that time Abijah, son of Jeroboam, took sick. So Jeroboam said to his wife, “Go and disguise 
yourself so that no one will recognize you as Jeroboam’s wife. Then go to Shiloh, where you 
will find Ahijah the prophet. … He will tell you what will happen to the child.” The wife of 
Jeroboam did so. … Now Ahijah could not see because age had dimmed his sight. But the 
LORD said to Ahijah: Jeroboam’s wife is coming to consult you about her son, for he is sick. 
Thus and so you must tell her. When she comes, she will be in disguise. So Ahijah, hearing the 
sound of her footsteps as she entered the door, said, “Come in, wife of Jeroboam. Why are you in 
disguise? For my part, I have been commissioned to give you bitter news. Go, tell Jeroboam, 
‘Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: I exalted you from among the people and made you 
ruler of my people Israel. I tore the kingdom away from the house of David and gave it to you. 
Yet you have not been like my servant David, who kept my commandments and followed me 
with his whole heart, doing only what is right in my sight. You have done more evil than all who 
were before you: you have gone and made for yourself other gods and molten images to provoke 



me; but me you have cast behind your back. Therefore, I am bringing evil upon the house of 
Jeroboam: I will cut off from Jeroboam’s line every male —bond or free—in Israel; I will burn 
up what is left of the house of Jeroboam as dung is burned, completely. Anyone of Jeroboam’s 
line who dies in the city, dogs will devour; anyone who dies in the field, the birds of the sky will 
devour. For the LORD has spoken!’ As for you, leave, and go home! As you step inside the 
city, the child will die, … The LORD will strike Israel like a reed tossed about in the water and 
will pluck out Israel from this good land which he gave their ancestors, and will scatter them 
beyond the River, because they made asherahs for themselves, provoking the LORD. He will 
give up Israel because of the sins Jeroboam has committed and caused Israel to commit.” 
So Jeroboam’s wife left and went back; when she came to Tirzah and crossed the threshold of 
her house, the child died. … 
 
Jonah: Jonah 1:1-3 – Jonah’s Disobedience and Flight.  
The word of the LORD came to Jonah, son of Amittai: Set out for the great city of Nineveh, and 
preach against it; for their wickedness has come before me. But Jonah made ready to flee to 
Tarshish, away from the LORD. He went down to Joppa, found a ship going to Tarshish, paid the 
fare, and went down in it to go with them to Tarshish, away from the LORD.  

Jonah 3:1-10 – Jonah’s Obedience and the Ninevites’ Repentance.  

The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: Set out for the great city of Nineveh, and 
announce to it the message that I will tell you. So Jonah set out for Nineveh, in accord with the 
word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an awesomely great city; it took three days to walk 
through it. Jonah began his journey through the city, and when he had gone only a single 
day’s walk announcing, “Forty days more and Nineveh shall be overthrown,” the people of 
Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast and all of them, great and small, put-on 
sackcloth. When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, laid aside his 
robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. Then he had this proclaimed 
throughout Nineveh: … When God saw by their actions how they turned from their evil way, he 
repented of the evil he had threatened to do to them; he did not carry it out.  

Jonah knew that God was so merciful and patient with everyone so that they could come to know 
His grace. Which is why Jonah ran away from his task.  But why? 

Because he knew exactly that God was merciful – even to the people he hated. Blatant 
disobedience.  Jonah's story gives us the perfect example of how merciful God is, yet how cruel 
we Christians can be.  God wanted his messenger to bring His message to the people of Nineveh, 
the capital of Assyria. Jonah, however, ran away to a place far away: Tarshish. This place is 
situated more than 2,500 miles away from Israel, in the direction opposite Nineveh.  So, why? 

A vengeful desire – Nineveh is the capital of Assyria. Its people, the Assyrians, had long been a 
serious threat to Israel as they were known for their brutality, killing enemy armies and 
humiliating the people they left alive. Such people, no matter how cruel, still matter to God. And 
Jonah knew this! He knew that God would show mercy to Nineveh if they repented, sparing 
them from His wrath. Jonah wanted God to destroy them instead. 



God sent a big fish to remind Jonah that He was serious about what He commanded.  But Jonah's 
heart didn't change; he still wanted Nineveh destroyed.  Jonah did obey God's orders to preach 
repentance, but reluctantly, half-heartedly did so.  When God spared them, it angered Jonah. 

Jonah 4:1-2 – Jonah’s Anger and God’s Reproof.  
But this greatly displeased Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the LORD, “O LORD, is 
this not what I said while I was still in my own country? This is why I fled at first toward 
Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in kindness, 
repenting of punishment. 

 God's Heart for all who are His 

 



 


